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act of reverence before the altar of St. Peter's ; and we cannot forget that he crowned his son Lewis with his own hand.
Whether the honour was prematurely thrust upon him or not, henceforth a halo of imaginative splendour surrounded this renewal of the Empire, for he was believed to have attained to nothing less than the lordship of the world.
We can but briefly glance at the tangled story of the successors of Charlemagne. His son Lewis was too feeble to uphold the mighty inheritance, and was driven by his very piety and gentleness to divide the Empire amongst his three rebellious sons, with the inevitable and fatal result of civil war and mutual destruction. From north and south the Barbarians rushed in, endless strife and cruel oppression of the weak followed the breaking up a great empire, until the overwhelming extent of the evil worked its own cure in the end. The German princes united in self-defence and chose an overlord of the race of Charlemagne, Conrad Duke of Franconia, and his successor Henry the Fowler, prepared the way for the strong monarchy of his son Otto the Great. This chivalrous prince had rescued the widowed Queen of Italy, Adelheid, who later became his wife. The appeal of his courage and his knightly fame won the hearts of the people, who felt that here was a man worthy to be the supreme Emperor whom they so greatly needed. Otto crossed the Alps with a mighty Saxon host, and, with Adelheid as his Empress, he was crowned by Pope John II in the Roman Church of St. John Lateran, on February 2, A.D. 962.